
Reunion
   Following two and a half 
decades of strong Square 
Dancing  in the Northern 
Tropics, the members of the 
“Water fa l l  Squares” in 
Malanda plan a bigger 
occasion for their Birthday 
Dance in May this year.
   Held at their usual venue in 
the CWA Hall, the group aim to 
extend their usual afternoon 
session with an evening 
session followed by a picnic on 
Sunday.
   There will be a mixture of live 
as well as pre-recorded sets. At 
this point David, the founder of 
the group, is travelling up 
from southern New South 
Wales for the event to join 
Graham Durose who has 
become a regular visitor and 
guest Caller.
  Diann will be the main 
contact for further details or 
check with Mark Burton - 
check their links on the web 
site square-dance-nq.org.au

   Other Callers are certainly 
invited to check in with Diann 
or Mark.
   At this time the Reunion 
dance will start at 2pm on 
Saturday May 17th and break 
a r o u n d  5 p m  .  T h e n  
recommence at 7.30pm with 
supper after 10pm. Sunday 
May 18 is planned a picnic at 
the new Memorial Park beside 
the lake at Tinaburra. The 
CWA in Malanda will act as a 
gathering point for those who 
don’t know the area..
   This event is for meeting 
friends who travelled with us 
during those times of boom 
and bust during the 1980s and 
90s. A time to join together 
and to remember all those we 
travelled with along the 
journey.
   So, bring a photo or two to 
share if you want. We hope to 
have a tv with a digital slide 
show during the breaks.   



Famine and Feast
boasted five clubs at one point as 
well as Innisfail with two and 
Tully. Plus regular gatherings at 
Deeral, Cardwell and Mission 
Beach..
   Events on the Square Dance 
Calendar during the 1980s could 
easily attract hundreds of 
dancers from the local region 
alone. Some of these events 
hosted international Callers like 
John Kaltenthailer as well as 
regulars from the south such as 
Graham Rigby, Nev Mclachlan, 
Sid Leighton, Don Prollocks, and 
so many more names.
  This was our time of feast, but 
soon a new famine came.
During the early 1990s there saw 
a gradual decrease in the 
numbers of new learners 
attending and soon previously 
strong clubs faced extinction.
   Now the only place to get a 
weekly group in the Tropics is in 
Cairns and the last Tablelands 
presence meets monthly in 
Malanda.
square-dance-nq.org.au

     Square Dancing on the 
Tropical  Table lands have 
experienced both Feast and 
Famine over the passed few 
decades. 
     During the 1950s and 60s 
Square Dancing proved quite 
popular in the North with clubs 
in Cairns and on the Tablelands. 
Then, from the late 60s onwards 
these groups suffered a decline.
    Then in the late 70s new 
groups began to arise for a new 
generation who, at best, had 
only experienced this form of 
recreation only in the school 
classrooms.
    The Tablelanders, based in 
Tolga near Atherton, averaged 
four sets every new class and 
soon a number of new clubs 
began to spring up across the 
region. At its height there were 
clubs in Mareeba, Yungaburra, 
Tolga, Herberton, Ravenshoe 
and Innot Hot Springs. Plus 
Round Dancing and Clogging 
clubs.
    Plus, on the coast Cairns 


